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Introduction

Findings

§ With aging, visual and hearing impairments increase in prevalence.
§ A cross-sectional study of 27,536 older Europeans from 11 countries
revealed the following prevalences in self-reported sensory
difficulties: 10.2% for vision difficulties, 13.5% for hearing difficulties,
and 5.9% for both (Viljanen et al., 2014). This means that nearly 1/3
of Europeans have at least one sensory loss.
§ Screening for these comorbidities is particularly important in an
aging population as these impairments have a negative impact on
quality of life (Dalton, 2003; Kempen, 2012).
§ A complicating factor for these screenings is the presence of
dementia. Its prevalence in European countries increases with age,
from 0.6% for the 60-64 age group to 46.3% for the 95+ age group
(Alzheimer Europe, 2013).
§ Problem: visual and hearing screening tools have neither been
designed nor validated in a population with dementia, and thus may
not be administrable in these cases.
§ Aim of this study: to identify effective vision and hearing screening
tools suitable for older adults with dementia (adapting their
administration if necessary) using an environmental scan amongst
experts in sensory screening.

Interviews were conducted with 10 specialists (director of operations of a tech
company, audiology advisor, optometrists, hearing care counselor, audiologist,
deafblind service facilitator and client service coordinator, and speech language
pathologist).
Verbatim transcripts of these interviews were coded by two evaluators (WW, JJ) using
verbal agreement and consensus building. A table containing summaries of every
coded phrase was assembled by JJ and sorted by code, so that themes could be
identified.

Discussion
Sensory screening experts identified a number of barriers and facilitators to screening in an
older population with dementia, as well as likely tools and strategies that could be used.
These findings are part of a larger study, including a scoping review of the literature on
sensory screening in people with dementia, as well as a Delphi panel, resulting in
recommendations that will then be tested in a clinical setting.
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Impaired communication
Hearing loss denial
Lack of cooperation by the client’s family
Dicomfort vis-à-vis the physical closeness often required for sensory screening
Environmental noises during hearing screening
The presence of combined hearing and vision loss
Limitations of portable equipment
Lack of staff cooperation

“We did find that the nurses, number one, only bothered to do […] their screening on
50% of the intake of the people that were admitted. And furthermore, failed to
identify 40% of the people that the student identified with the more extensive
screening.”

TOPIC 2: FACILITATORS
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Clients
Family members
Activation workers
Long-term-care facility staff
Intervenors
Nurses

“The nurse manager on that unit was very receptive to having some audiological
intervention on her unit, and so we actually designed a simple screening program
there, because she wanted the nurses to be able to do the screening […]. And she
felt that it was important to get the nurses on her unit involved in that screening.”

TOPIC 3: RECOMMENDED TOOLS AND STRATEGIES
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